Husn.] is adapted to the durum production area of the Canadian prairies. It combines high grain yield, high grain protein concentration, very strong gluten, and low grain cadmium concentration. Eurostar has similar straw strength to Strongfield, and slightly later maturity and similar disease resistance to other currently registered durum cultivars. Husn.] adapte´e a`la zone de production du ble´dans les Prairies canadiennes. Elle se caracte´rise par un rendement grainier e´leve´et un grain a`forte teneur en prote´ines, a`tre`s forte concentration de gluten et a`faible teneur en cadmium. Eurostar a une paille aussi robuste que Strongfield, et est le´ge`rement plus tardive et sa re´sistance aux maladies est semblable a`celle des autres cultivars de ble´dur homologue´s.
Pedigree and Breeding Method
Eurostar was selected from the cross G9575B-AA09C/ DT498//DT691 made in 1999 and was developed using a modified pedigree technique. F 1 plants were grown in the greenhouse, from which seed was harvested and bulked. The F 2 generation was grown in a space-planted leaf (Puccinia triticina Eriks.) and stem rust (P. graminis Pers.:Pers.) epiphytotic field nursery near Swift Current in 2000 and selected for rust resistance, plant height, straw strength and maturity. Individual heads from selected plants were grown in F 3 rows near Lincoln, New Zealand, in 2000Á2001 and selected for plant height, straw strength and maturity. The F 4 generation was grown in un-replicated yield trials near Swift Current and Regina, SK, in 2001 and evaluated for test weight, grain pigment and protein concentration, and five heads per selected line were sown in individual F 5 rows in a nursery near Irwell, New Zealand, and selected for plant height, straw strength and maturity. The F 6 generation was grown in un-replicated yield trials near Swift Current and Regina, SK, and Lethbridge, AB, in 2002, selected for agronomic performance, disease resistance and quality (protein, pigment, gluten strength), and five heads per selected line were sown in individual F 7 rows in a nursery near Irwell, New Zealand. Un-replicated F 8 yield trials were grown near Swift Current (rainfed and irrigated), Regina and Lethbridge (irrigated) (Fetch 2005) whereas the races of leaf rust used were representative of recently occurring races (McCallum and Seto-Goh 2006) . Races T26, T32 and T33 of loose smut and races L1, L16, T1, T6, T13, and T19 of common bunt were used for screening of the Durum Cooperative Test entries. The race designations are those described by Roelfs and Martens (1988) for stem rust, Long and Kolmer (1989) for leaf rust, Hoffmann and Metzger (1976) for common bunt, and Nielsen (1987) Performance Eurostar yielded, on average, similar to the strong gluten check Commander, 4% less than Strongfield, and 3% more than AC Avonlea and AC Morse in 3 yr of testing in the Durum Cooperative Test (Table 1) . Time to maturity of Eurostar was 1 d later than AC Navigator, 2 d later than Commander, and 3 d later than the other checks in the Brown and Dark Brown Soil Zones (Table  2) . Eurostar was 2 cm taller than AC Avonlea and 4 cm taller than Strongfield and had slightly weaker straw than both. Test weight of Eurostar was, on average for the 3 yr, significantly higher (PB0.05) than all of the checks except Strongfield (Table 2) . Average grain protein concentration of Eurostar was similar to AC Avonlea and Strongfield and significantly greater (PB0.05) than Commander, AC Morse and AC Navigator in three years of testing (Table 3) . Eurostar had yellow pigment concentration significantly greater than all the checks except Commander and AC Navigator, semolina yield in the range of the check cultivars and gluten index significantly greater than all checks except Commander (Table 3) . Eurostar had low grain cadmium concentration similar to Strongfield ; data not shown), and no DNA fragment was amplified with the OPC-20 cadmium marker described by Penner (1995) , indicating that it has the low cadmium allele described by Clarke et al. (1997) . Eurostar was resistant to races of leaf and stem rust and common bunt found in the prairie region of Canada (Table 4) . Eurostar was susceptible to loose smut and comparable to the checks for leaf spot reaction. Eurostar showed a slight improvement in resistance to FHB compared to the other cultivars in the class, with an intermediate reaction in 2 of 3 yr in the Carman nursery and in 1 of 2 yr in the Glenlea nursery.
Other Characteristics SPIKES. Tapering, mid-dense, long, erect, white awns; glumes wide, long, glabrous, white; glume shoulders straight to elevated, some slightly sloping; glume beak straight to slightly curved. KERNEL. Colour amber; mid-size to large, elliptical; cheeks angular; crease mid-deep, mid-wide; brush small, short; embryo large, oval.
END-USE SUITABILITY. Eligible for the Canada Western Amber Durum wheat market class. 31.4 (2006), 35.9 (2007) .
